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...Division Pub (No) , Applic (No, Date) : record containing information relating 
to a product, said method comprising the steps of: establishing a shopping 

list management toolbar, on an Internet browser on a client computer 
system, said client computer system in communication with the Internet; 
establishing on a server computer system in communication with the 
Internet , a shopping list database, said shopping list database 
including a first shopping list having a shopping list identifier ; 
providing said shopping list identifier to said shopping list 
management toolbar; communicating said shopping list identifier to 
said shopping list database; retrieving a copy of said first shopping 
list from said shopping list database to said shopping list management 
toolbar responsive to said shopping list identifier ; establishing 
communications via the Internet with a product provider computer system, 
said product database including product information relating to a... record, 
each said record containing information relating to a product, said method 
comprising: establishing a shopping list management toolbar on an 
Internet browser on a client computer system, said client computer system 
in communication with the Internet; establishing on a server computer 
system in communication with the Internet , a shopping list database, 
said shopping list database including a first shopping list having a 
shopping list identifier ; providing said shopping list identifier 
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to said shopping list management toolbar; communicating said shopping 
list identifier to said shopping list database; retrieving a copy 
of said first shopping list from said shopping list database to said 
shopping list management toolbar responsive to said shopping list 
identifier ; establishing communications via the Internet with a product 
provider computer system, said product database including product 
information relating to a... 

...48. A method as in claim 4 7 wherein said creating further comprises - 
creating a plurality of vendor objects in said database, each said 
vendor object corresponding to a vendor of one or more of said items, each 
vendor object including a plurality of vendor fields, each vendor 
field having a corresponding field identifier associated with it, wherein 
one of more of said. . . 
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(AP) GH GM KE LS MW MZ SD SL SZ TZ UG ZM ZW 

(EA) AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM 
Publication Language: English 
Filing Language: English 
Fulltext Word Count: 19934 

Fulltext Availability: 



Sylvia Keys 



10-Mar-06 09:46 AM 



Detailed Description 
Claims 
Detailed Description 

. . . one record, each record containing information relating to a product, 
the method comprising: establishing a shopping list management 
toolbar on an Internet browser on a client computer system, the client 
computer system in - 12 communication with the Internet, establishing on 
a server computer system in communication with the Internet , a 
shopping list database, the shopping list database including a 
first shopping list having a shopping list identifier , providing 
the shopping list identifier to the shopping list management 
toolbar, communicating the shopping list identifier to the 
shopping list database, retrieving a copy of the first shopping list 
from the shopping list database to the shopping list management toolbar 
responsive to the shopping list identifier , establishing 
communications via the Internet with a product provider computer 
system, the product database including product information relating to a 
. . .product for which information is stored in the product database. 
However, the database may contain multiple vendor objects 
corresponding to each product. In particular, for any given product 
object in the database there may be multiple vendors offering for 
sale the product to which that product object corresponds. Likewise, each 
vendor offering. . . 

Claim 

. . . record containing information relating to a product, said method 
comprising the 
steps of : 

establishing a shopping list management toolbar on an Internet 
browser on a client computer system, said client computer system in 
communication with the 
Internet ; 

establishing on a server computer system in communication with the 

Internet , a shopping list database, said shopping list database 
including a first 

shopping list having a shopping list identifier ; 

providing said shopping list identifier to said shopping list 

management 
toolbar ; 

communicating said shopping list identifier to said shopping 
list database; retrieving a copy of said first shopping list from said 
shopping list database to said shopping list management toolbar 
responsive to said shopping list identifier ; @ 

establishing communications via the Internet with a product provider 
51 computer system, said product database including product information 
relating to . . . 
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Detailed Description . 

UNIVERSAL ONLINE SHOPPING LIST 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to electronic commerce ( "e- commerce" ) , and 
more particularly to the creation of universal online shopping lists 

and the placement of online purchase orders using a universal online 

shopping list . 

2, Description of Related Art 

Widespread availability and use of electronic services has led to. . . 

...users to create shopping lists for items that the 
IL 

user may want to purchase online . These shopping lists , however, 
are not universal as they are limited to items from retailers with which 
the ... commerce which, among other things, provides the user the ability 
(1) to create a universal online shopping list that is portable so 
that the user may take it to any retailer's site... 

...placing a buy order. (It is to be noted that the creation of a universal 
online shopping list referred to in the preceding sentence is used 
in a broad sense to include both... 

...online list creation process of the present invention. (In this 

paragraph, creation of a universal online shopping list is used in 
a broad sense to include both creation of the list and the... 
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...online retailers from whose sites the user may select items to add to a 
universal online shopping list . The page may also include links to 
those retailers. The user then clicks on the... of the items in the pull 
down menu to add to one of her universal on line shopping lists . 

The user may at any point, click on a button or icon on the second. . . 

...visits and sends the selected data to a database. 

Once a user has a universal online shopping list that is filled 
with one or more items, she may then use the list to. . . 

. . .buying process of the present invention. 

To buy one or more items on a universal online shopping list , the 
user accesses the list by visiting the Snaz site. Thereafter, the user 
selects the... server is then placed next to the item to which it 
corresponds on the universal online shopping list . 

In another embodiment of the present invention, wireless devices such as 
Personal Digital Assistants (PDA. . . 

...an interaction diagram of one embodiment of the process of adding items 
to the universal online shopping list of the present invention. 

Figure 5 is an interaction diagram of one embodiment of the process of 
buying items using the universal online shopping list of the 
present invention. 

Figure 6 is an interaction diagram of one embodiment of the... 

...into her Snaz account. 

Figure 8b is a screen capture showing the user's existing online 
universal shopping lists . 

Figures 9a-f are screen captures which show categories of online 
retailers as well as... 

...I I a-c are screen captures relevant in the buy process using the 
universal online shopping list of the present invention. 
Figure 12a-e are screen captures illustrating additional features of the 
...captures illustrating an alternative embodiment of the present 
invention for adding items to a universal online shopping list . 

Figure 14 is an interaction diagram of another embodiment of the process 
of adding items to the universal online shopping list of the 
present invention. 

Figure 15 is a schematic representation of a wireless network platform... 
is further described below) . 

In Figure 4, the process of adding items to a universal online 
shopping list starts with step 406, which involves the user browser 
305 submitting Snaz'-s site LJRL...of one embodiment of the process of 
refreshing the price of items from the universal online shopping - 
list of the present invention. In Figure 6, steps 602 to 608 are 
identical to steps... into her Snaz account. Figure 8b is a screen capture 
showing the user's existing online universal shopping lists . The 
screen capture in Figure 8b is presented to the user after a successful 
log... I I a-c are screen captures relevant in the buy process using the 
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universal online shopping list of the present invention. Figure I I 
a is a screen capture showing a user's universal online shopping 
list named My Shopping List from which the user may wish to 
purchase one or more items. The user selects the one or more items she 
wishes to buy from this list, named My Shopping List , by clicking 
in the select box or boxes II 5 0 corresponding 1 5 to. . . 

...captures illustrating an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
for adding items to a universal online shopping list of the present 
invention. Figure 13a is a screen capture of the home page of... - 

...links to the Snaz site for adding items on the retailer's site to 

universal online shopping lists on the Snaz site. For example, the 
Tommy Hilfiger site, for which reference 1305 is a link, contains links 
to the Snaz site for adding items to universal online shopping lists 
on the Snaz site. 

Figure 13b is a screen capture of a page on the... 

...a link to the Snaz site for adding item 13 1 0 to a universal online 
shopping list .on the Snaz site. Each item for sale on the Tommy 
Hilfiger site includes a... list to which she has added item 13 1 0, which 
in this case is named My Shopping List . 

Figure 14 is an interaction diagram of another embodiment of the process 
of adding items to the universal online shopping list of the 
present invention. More specifically, it is an interaction diagram for 
the hard button (or hard link) version of adding items to the universal 
online shopping list of the present invention and, thus corresponds 
to the embodiment illustrated in Figures 13a-d. . .may, for example, be 
based on the volume of purchase orders placed using the universal online 
shopping list of the present invention . 

1 5 The systems and processes described above support a number... the Palm 
PDA. For users who are interested in implementing the f tinctionality of 
the universal online shopping list and other features of Snaz, they 
can download the Snaz application from the website ' of ... Commerce 
Solutions implement a core application layer of technology to provide 
intelligent shopping functionality across multiple merchant sites and 
across multiple channels. The solutions 

currently allow users of the web and mobile devices to purchase 
items from multiple merchant sites with a single click using their 
e-wallet, and to view previous transactions and... out the goods and deal 
with the credit card transactions. 

Where purchases are made from multiple merchants , the system is 
sufficiently flexible that a failed transaction with one merchant does 
not affect . . . 
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...SPECIFICATION home cradle can be used as a so-called "portable portal" 
for creating and managing shopping lists via an Internet web site 
or a modem connected to a host to order products and obtain information 
...code) for automatic reprocessing into another kiosk or register. 

Either the hard copy or electronic shopping list can be produced as 
an optimized shopping list in response to the shopping list 
database and information contained in the host computer 16 about location 
of the items within the shopping establishment 14. The optimized 
shopping list can be ordered to direct the user through the shopping 
establishment 14 in an efficient... 

. . .order in which they will be encountered when user 58 travels efficient 
path 104. The optimized shopping list can also offer specials 
pertaining to items on the list. 

To further enhance the ef f iciency . . . with items automatically checked 
off as they are scanned, as discussed above. Further, the aforementioned 
optimized shopping list , either in electronic or hard copy form, can 
be generated. It should be noted that... 
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US 20020178014 Al 20021128 US 2001863342 20010523 
Priority Applic: US 2001863342 20010523 

Abstract: ...shopping list identifying -specific items to.be purchased, 
receiving optimization criteria specified by the user, optimizing , by the 
system, the shopping list based on the optimization criteria to 
produce an optimal shopping order, and displaying the optimal shopping 
order to the . . . 

Exemplary Claim: 

...shopping list identifying specific items to be purchased; receiving 
optimization criteria specified by the user; optimizing , by the 
website system, the shopping list based on the optimization 
criteria to produce an optimal shopping order; and displaying the 
optimal shopping order to the... 
Non-exemplary Claims: 
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: receiving the user's 
modifications to the optimal shopping order; re- optimizing the 
shopping list based on the modifications to produce an updated 
optimal shopping order; and displaying the updated. . . 

...4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: receiving shipment 

tracking information from multiple vendors for all items identified 
in the optimal shopping order; and displaying the shipment tracking 
information. . . 

...wherein the shipment tracking information identifies a plurality of 
different tracking numbers corresponding to the multiple vendors ' 
shipments of all items identified in the optimal shopping order... 

...the lowest total cost including shipping and sales tax for all items 

identified in the optimal shopping list , vendor preference, vendor 
dislikes, a user-preferred shipping method, the fastest delivery time 
for the all items identified in the optimal shopping list , .item 
availability, total order cost, and price range ... shopping list 
identifying specific items to be purchased; receiving optimization 
criteria specified by the user; optimizing , by the website system, the 

shopping list based on the optimization criteria to produce an 
optimal shopping order; and displaying the optimal shopping order to the 
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...claim 14, further comprising computer executable instructions for: 

receiving the user's modifications to the optimal shopping order; re- 
optimizing the shopping list based on the modifications to produce 
an updated optimal shopping order; and displaying the updated. . . 

. . .product of claim 16, further comprising computer executable instructions 
for: receiving shipment tracking information from multiple vendors 

for all items identified in the optimal shopping order; and displaying 
the shipment tracking information... 

. . .wherein the shipment tracking information identifies a plurality of 
different tracking numbers corresponding to the multiple vendors 1 
shipments of all items identified in the optimal shopping order... 

. . .the lowest total cost including shipping and sales tax for all items 

identified in the optimal shopping list , vendor preference, vendor 
dislikes, a user-preferred shipping method, the fastest delivery time 
for the all items identified in the optimal shopping list , item 
availability, total order cost, and price range... the user from the 
interface; and an optimization module, operatively coupled to the 
processor, for optimizing the shopping list based on the 
optimization criteria to produce an optimal shopping order, wherein the 
optimal shopping order is displayed to. . . 

...a shipment tracking interface, operatively coupled to the processor, for 
receiving shipment tracking information from multiple vendors for 
all items identified in the optimal shopping order through the 
communication network, and communicating... 

. . .wherein the shipment tracking information identifies a plurality of 
different tracking numbers corresponding to the multiple vendors ' 
shipments of all items identified in the optimal shopping order... 

. . .the lowest total cost including shipping and sales tax for all items 

identified in the optimal shopping list , vendor preference, vendor 
dislikes, a user-preferred shipping method, the fastest delivery time 
for the all items identified in the optimal shopping list , item 
availability, total order cost, and price range... 
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Abstract (Basic) : 

A user's shopping list identifying specific items is 

compiled by a website system. After compiling, the shopping list is 

optimized based. . . 
. . . 2) online comparison shopping system. . . 

...Improves online comparison shopping experience of the user. Thus the 
user does not need to select vendor from list of multiple vendors 



...The figure shows the flowchart illustrating the online comparison 

shopping method 
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.SPECIFICATION to an end-user site of different pieces of the same VDE 
managed property from plural separate remote locations and/or in 
plural separate VDE content containers and/or employing plural different 
delivery means. Content control information may... given content model 

(such as distribution of entertainment on CD-ROM, content delivery from 
an Internet repository, or electronic catalog shopping and 
advertising, or some combination of the above) participants would be able 
to securely select ... have fixed control information and not provide for 
user selections or parameter data entry. 

) support plural , different control models regulating the use and/or 
auditing of either the same specific copy ... consumer 1 s VDE card at home. 
Such a station/card combination can be used for on - line transactions 

in the same manner as a VDE installation that is permanently installed 
in such an . . . 

.The card can act as a convergence point for financial activities of a 
consumer regarding many , if not all, merchant , banking, and on - 
line financial transactions , including supporting home banking 
activities. A consumer can receive his paycheck and/or investment 
earnings . . . 

.models applied to differing or entirely different content models (for 
example, home banking versus electronic shopping ) . 

Methods, Other Control Information, and VDE Objects 

VDE control information (e.g., methods) that collectively ... you can 
think of can be supported by virtual distribution environment 100. A few 
of many examples of transactions that can be supported by virtual 
distribution environment 100 include: 

C home... 500 in the form of hardware circuitry that can rapidly perform 
mathematical calculations such as multiplication and exponentiation 
involving large numbers. These calculations can, for example, be 
requested by microprocessor 520... 
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...of the detailed complexities of, particular hardware implementations. In 
addition to these characteristics found in many or most operating 
systems, ROS 602 provides secure VDE transaction management and other 
advantageous features... 

...coherent set of basic functions 

C simplifies programming 

C the same application can run on many different platforms 
Event driven 

C eases functional decomposition 
C extendible 

C accommodates state transition and. . . 

. . .provide a common usage paradigm for transaction management and content 
access 

C integration may take many forms: operating system layers for desktops 
(e.g., DOS, Windows, Macintosh); device drivers and operating... 

...and Netware); and dedicated component drivers for "low end" set tops are 
a few of many examples 

C can be integrated in traditional and real time operating systems 

Distributed 

C provides . . . 

...supply compatible equipment to computer manufacturers and users. 

Computer systems are usually made up of several different hardware 
components. These hardware components include, for example: 

a central processing unit (CPU) f or ... sophist icated applications. In 
addition, managing the computer's hardware resources with an operating 
system allows many differences in design and equipment requirements 
between different manufacturers to be hidden. Furthermore, applications 
can. . . 

...using very different techniques than a very large appliance with high 
levels of usage by many users. This is another aspect of scalability. 

ROS 602 provides a distributed processing environment. 
For. . . 

...the number of usage control mechanisms they may produce). Reciprocal 
control mechanisms may extend over many sites and many levels (e.g., 
a creator to a distributor to a user) and may take any relationship into 
account (e.g., creator/distributor, distributor/user, user/user, 
user /creator, user/creator/ distributor , etc.) Reciprocal control 
mechanisms have many uses in VDE 100 in representing relationships and 
agreements in a distributed environment. 
ROS 602 .. . 
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...SPECIFICATION in the server for inventory management and ordering or to 
select only one or a plurality of suppliers satisfying the 
predetermined conditions from a plurality of suppliers being stored 
in the server for inventory management and ordering and to select only 
one or a plurality of suppliers from the suppliers who have 
obtained the predetermined product information through the Internet or 
the like in addition... 

...of ordering process, the server for ordering management acquires the 
predetermined product information via the Internet when a user 
purchases the product without ordering to a supplier and generates, for 
each product, a shopping list recording names of products, prices, 
and names of suppliers, while the user prints out the list via... 

...CLAIMS said server for inventory management and ordering, a supplier 
satisfying the predetermined conditions among a plurality of 
suppliers being stored in said server for inventory management and 
ordering, a supplier selected from the... 
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. SPECIFICATION line and accept specific offers, modify specific offers, 
and enables the buyers to execute media purchase contracts and submit 
payment on - line . The system may interface directly with the 
accounting/ledger systems of sellers and buyers, whereby. . .media 
advertising over a distributed communication network. A media marketplace 
server 101 is connected to multiple media seller clients 102 and 
media buyer clients 103 over distributed communication network 104 . In 
the pref erred. .. 41 . At this time, the buyer may select a campaign, apply 
the search to a selected shopping list , or create a new shopping 
list. 

Fig. 4 J shows a display for viewing and editing... 
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Detailed Description 

decide products listed in the item column 606. 

The Status column 616 identifies to which shopping lists does the 
associated item belong in (e.g., whether the item should be included in 
My Immediate, My. . . 

...is interested in "My Interested" shopping list. When placing an item in 
the "My Interested" shopping list , user may also select whether to 
receive advertisements for the item (e.g., the Wanna Advertise field) 
44MY PREDICTION. . . 

...seller table 1002 and buyer table 1004. The seller table 1002 includes 
entries for a plurality of sellers with the name of each seller 
identified in a commercial company column 1006. 

The seller . . . 

...becomes aware of a short term promotion: "Dell Home Notebook Coupon 
-$750 off on select online Inspiron Notebook purchases $1500+ Coupon 
Code: ZD5$PONS954P 1 6" at "www.techbargains.com" on a given date... 

. . .by an exemplary embodiment of universal network market system using 

information 1302 collected from buyers' shopping lists . The generated 
Customer- Specific Advertisement Magazine 1300 may include a plurality 
of customer specific advertisements presented as images, tables... 

...the buyer may be interested in based on the information obtained from 
the buyer's shopping list . The customer- specific advertisement 
magazine may also include advertisements 1306 (e.g., recommendations or 
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recommended advertisements) for 
27. . . 
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. . . transactions are based on the information. 

Currently, electronic commerce through a server such as the Internet 
allows transactions between a buyer and at least one vendor. In a type 
of electronic commerce transaction. . . 

. . .processor 32 compares the vendor information 14 with the vendor data 26 
and creates a shopping list to match with available vendors, while 
considering special offers, manufacturer's coupons, and other bundling 
offers . The . . . 

...within a geographical region in order to retrieve the user's location 
for constructing the vendor output 34. 

Several embodiments of this scenario, still within the scope of the 
present disclosure, may include such. . . 
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. . . purchasers (customers) are 

beginning to work together. Merchants and suppliers now provide 
information through the Internet so purchasers can shop from 
home, merchants and suppliers are providing barcode coupons 
through the Internet . Purchasers are beginning to use portzLble 
barcode scanner devices supplied by merchants to select and 
process ... using the 

keypad functions. In addition, items can be added from memory 
based upon previous purchases as well as on - line from the 
merchant's web site. If the purchaser is Internet enabled, an 
RF device (not shown) attached to the personal computer will 
activate the RF. . . 

. . . to the PAL 

10. The merchant will receive advance information on product 
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selections. If the purchaser is not Internet enabled or chooses 

. . .will select a product for purchase and estimate a 
purchase date. The list for a merchant is managed by several 
factors including date when the date, for example, is a factor 
in terms and conditions ... 1 1 

through the radio link controller 40. The advantages of two 
antennas are diversity and multi channel link control giving the 

merchant computer the ability to manage large numbers of 
simultaneous users. 

As illustrated in FIG. 7 . . . to checkout. 

When the purchaser scans in each item to be purchased, the PAL 
10 matches it against the shopping list . If an item is not 
scanned in, the PAL 10 will notify the purchaser of . . . 

Claim 

. . . 2-way secure purchasing aid logistics appliance 

according to claim 4 wherein said central processor compares 

said shopping list to said bar code signals to determine whether 

product is a new product to add. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... solutions. This service is available to individual grocery stores, who 
wish to offer their consumers on - line grocery shopping . This is not 
a value discovery tool. Priceline Webhouse, now discontinued, 
1 

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE... for sharing inf ort-nation . The consumer history- 
database 34 is also accessed by the bidder/ sellers 12 and the multiple 

product information sources 50 as well as consumers themselves. Using 
the information from the consumer ... consumer shops every week for 
essentially the same items, such that every week at a selected time, 
the "Weekly Shopping List " becomes available for the consumer's 
review prior to ordering. In this embodiment, the consumer... 
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numbers, credit card numbers, purchase histories, and other 



Sylvia Keys 



09-Mar-06 03:25 PM 



information . 

Consumers and businesses looking to the Internet for their shopping 
needs may be overwhelmed by the number of e-commerce enabled Web sites 
and associated. . . 

...be difficult and confusing for many consumers and businesses at present. 
Completing separate transactions with multiple merchants , paying for, 
tracking, receiving, and handling errors in multiple orders, maintaining 
multiple accounts, searching for... the system includes a single Web site 
which users can use for purchasing items from multiple e-commerce 
enabled merchant systems on the Internet. The Web site allows users to 
browse, search for, and compare ... through a single interface (e.g., an 
aggregator Web site) . 

For example, Alex wants to purchase a few CDs on the Internet . Alex 
tries to be an educated consumer and prefers to comparison shop when time 
allows . . . 

...203 over a network, such as the Internet. Computer system 210 may also 
communicate with multiple source systems, such as Merchant Systems 
220 and 230, and Other Source System 240. Consumers using personal 
computers 201, 202 ... services which provides additional user convenience 
by being integrated into a single interface for electronic shopping , 
such as e-centiveSTM , America Online TM wallets, and other service 
providers. Service provider systems may include servers and data sources 
...the invention. Shopping 

aggregators are aggregators for providing a combined interface to the 
systems of multiple merchant service providers. 

Figure 3 is a flow chart of a method 300 of purchasing multiple... 

...sources through a shopping aggregator. In step 310, a desired offering 
is located from a plurality of merchants . For example, a user may 
access a shopping aggregator and search or browse in order... 

...add the offering to an aggregate shopping cart. In step 320, selected 
offerings from a plurality of merchants are accumulated for purchase. 

For example, the user repeatedly browses and/or searches through the... 

...single purchase transaction is placed through the shopping aggregator. A 
plurality of orders to the plurality of merchants for purchase items 
corresponding to the selected offerings are executed based upon the 
single purchase ... product data to locate product detail data, publication 
data, and product related content data from multiple merchants and/or 
other sources. For example, Merchant A may include a cover shot graphic 
file . . . 

...product based upon the search results from the initial search. The 

search is directed to multiple merchants carrying the product or the 
product category. For example, a complete author and title may ... include 
a number of locators (e.g., pointers or links) for product, purchase, 
transaction, and merchant data 

distributed among multiple systems. Aggregate Shopping Cart 500 may be 
maintained between user sessions such that the contents ... configurations 
are optionally generated based upon the availability of at least one 
purchase item from multiple merchants . For example, if item 1 is 
available from merchants A and B, item 2 is... module 810 allows the user 
to access an aggregate 

history of transactions made with a plurality of merchants or service 
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providers. In one 

embodiment, Transaction Summary module 810 provides information on each 
transaction. . . 

...source by Transaction Summary module 810. In one embodiment, Transaction 
History module 251 queries the plurality of merchant and other 
service provider systems to retrieve transaction history information from 
the transaction history engines... be provided. 

0 Message Handling module 820 may provide correspondence handling for 
messages between the plurality of merchants and other service 
providers and the user. 

In one embodiment, Message Handling module 820 allows the user to 
nominate one or more of the plurality of merchants and other service 
provider systems and have all messages from those merchants and other 
service . . . 

...5 Handling module 820. In one embodiment, Message Handling module 820 
receives messages from the plurality of merchants and other service 
providers regarding the status of purchase items ordered through them. 
Message Handling. . . 

. . . reports . 

Customer Service module 840 provides a user with customer service for 
dealing with the plurality of merchant and other service provider- 
systems . In one embodiment, Customer Service module 840 includes a 
compiled list of contact information or communication links to the 
customer service systems of the plurality of merchant and other 
service provider systems. In one embodiment, Customer Service module 840 
may include Service ... embodiment , Aggregate Service System 900 may 
include an aggregate service Web site providing an integrated shopping 
solution for Internet shoppers. 

Shopping Engine interface 910 may allow the user to purchase products 
(e.g., goods and services ... provide a user with the ability to view, 
search, sort, and/or organize lists from multiple list sources (e.g., 
multiple merchants with want lists and gift registries) . Shopping List 
Organizer interface 971 may include access to... entries 1018 may include 
shipping preferences, special handling instructions, links to preferred 
merchants and destination specific shopping lists (e.g. birthday 
list for a relative at an alternate address), and other destination 
linked. .. provider systems may be included in network system II 00 and 
redundant systems, such as multiple merchant systems similar to 
Merchant System 1130, may more fully enable the fimctions of Aggregate 
Service System 1110. In one... system for providing purchase incentives, 
such as electronic coupon clearinghouses (e.g. e-centiveSTm) and multi - 
merchant purchase reward programs (e.g. 

clickrewardSTM) . Incentive System 1160 may include an Incentive Data 
Query. . . 

...1 1 61 may include an system for retrieving information about available 
incentives from a plurality of merchants or the incentive system 
itself. 

Incentive Accrual module 1162 may include a system for retrieving. . . 
...for the user. Merchant Incentives data 1167 may include information on 
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incentives offered by a plurality of merchant systems. Third Party 
Incentives data 1168 may include information on third party incentive 
providers, such... 1201. For example, a user may access an aggregate 
shopping Web site to do some shopping on - line . The user selects a 
CD for purchase from Merchant A and a book for purchase. ..of personal 
computers 1301, 1302, and 1303. Aggregator System 1320 may provide 
aggregate access to multiple source systems, such as Merchant Systems 
1330 and 

1340 and Other Source System 1350. Aggregate Service System 1320 may be 

Claim 
. . . 0 

31 A system for purchasing offerings from a plurality of sources in a 
single 

transaction over the Internet comprising: 
a search engine for locating a plurality of offerings ...a checkout for 
executing a single order for the plurality of selected 
offerings from a plurality of merchants . 

32 The system of claim 31 further comprising a comparison engine for 
comparing offering and. . . 
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UNIVERSAL ONLINE SHOPPING LIST 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to electronic commerce ("e-commerce") , and 
more particularly to the creation of universal online shopping lists 
and the placement of online purchase orders using a universal online 
shopping list . 

2. Description of Related Art 

Widespread availability and use of electronic services has led to a 
proliferation of online commercial transactions (i.e., e-commerce). 
Specifically, the Internet has provided users a practical means for 
accessing . . . 

...may also herein be referred to as "retailers" or "e-tailers" ) worldwide. 

To initiate an online shopping session on the Internet , the user 
can directly access the website of the merchant that may carry the 
products desired by the user, or access a portal (e.g., an online 
shopping mall or a consumer portal such as American Online (AOQ) that 
provides links to a number of online merchants. For example, when a user 
wishes to purchase a book on the Internet , she could access the 
websites of one or more of her favorite bookstores. 

Alternativelv, she could access the shopping portal, for example 
America Online . The shopping portal could include links to several 
bookstores that have business arrangements with America Online, from. . . 

...process") at those ilers is not quick and convenient. 

retal 

In order to facilitate the online shopping process (not necessarily 
with respect to the above disadvantages) , some intermediary sites allow 
users to create shopping lists for items that the 
IL 

user may want to purchase online . These shopping lists, however, 
are not universal as they are limited to items from retailers with which 
...commerce which, among other things, provides the user the ability (1) 
to create a universal online shopping list that is portable so that 
the user may take it to any retailer's site and (2) to make online 
purchase of items on a universal list from multiple retailers without 
having to revisit the retailer... 
...placing a buy order. (It is to be noted that the creation of a universal 
online shopping list referred to in the preceding sentence is used in 
a broad sense to include... 

...access of retailers 1 sites. 

This may be used to analyze the user's browsing and online shopping 
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habits or patterns. The result of this analysis may be used to both the 
benefit . . . 



.online list creation process of the present invention. (In this 
paragraph, creation of a universal online shopping list is used in a 
broad sense to include both creation of the list and. . . 

.online retailers from whose sites the user may select items to add to a 
universal online shopping list. The page may also include links to 
those retailers. The user then clicks on... of the items in the pull down 
menu to add to one of her universal on line shopping lists. 

The user may at any point, click on a button or icon on the... 

.visits and sends the selected data to a database. 

Once a user has a universal online shopping list that is filled with 
one or more items, she may then use the list... 

.buying process of the present invention. 

To buy one or more items on a universal online shopping list, the 
user accesses the list by visiting the Snaz site. Thereafter, the user 
selects . . . 

.the user the convenience of avoiding filling any purchase forms (which 
in the case of purchases involving multiple online retailers entails 
filling out purchase fonns with multiple retailers), The Snaz server 
thereafter receives confirmation numbers for all the completed ... server- 
is then placed next to the item to which it corresponds on the universal 
online shopping list. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, wireless devices such as 
Personal Digital Assistants..., 

.an interaction diagram of one embodiment of the process of adding items 
to the universal online shopping list of the present invention. 
Figure 5 is an interaction diagram of one embodiment of the process of 
buying items using the universal online shopping list of the present 
invention . 

Figure 6 is an interaction diagram of one embodiment of... 
.into her Snaz account. 

Figure 8b is a screen capture showing the user's existing online 
universal shopping lists. 

Figures 9a-f are screen captures which show categories of online 
retailers as well... 

.1 I a-c are screen captures relevant in the buy process using the 
universal online shopping list of the present invention. 

Figure 12a-e are screen captures illustrating additional features of... 
captures illustrating an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
for adding items to a universal online shopping list. 

Figure 14 is an interaction diagram of another embodiment of the process 
of adding items to the universal online shopping list of the present 
invention . 
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Figure 15 is a schematic representation of a wireless network. . . 

.particular, the present invention is described in reference to examples 
of deployments and implementations for online shopping on the 
Internet . The present invention can find utility in a variety of 
implementations without departing from the... is further described below). 

In Figure 4, the process of adding items to a universal online 
shopping list starts with step 406, which involves the user browser 305 
submitting Snaz'-s site... 

.monitoring the user's navigation of the retailer's site. In step 414, 
the Snaz shopping agent requests the online retailer's page using the 
retailer's URL via an HTTP call. In step 416... be linked to the Snaz 
site. In order to act as a proxy for the online retailer's site, the 
Snaz shopping agent substitutes its URL for that of the retailer's URL. 
It also appends the... 

.s web screen that is presented to the user browser. 

In step 420, the Snaz shopping agent passes the online retailer's 
HTML text stream (which appears on the web screen presented to the user 
...requested. In the multiple click checkout, i.e., the non-one-click 
checkout, the Snaz shopping agent monitors the online retailer's site 
to capture a confirmation number for transactions completed by the 
online *ler. 

retai 

In step 516, the online retailer(s) item pages are downloaded to the... of 
one embodiment of the process of refreshing the price of items from the 
universal online shopping list of the present invention. In Figure 6, 
steps 602 to 608 are identical to... into her Snaz account. Figure 8b is a 
screen capture showing the user's existing online universal shopping 
lists. The screen capture in Figure 8b is presented to the user after a 
successf ul . . . I I a-c are screen captures relevant in the buy process 
using the universal online shopping list of the present invention. 
Figure I I a is a screen capture showing a user's universal online 
shopping list named My Shopping List from which the user may 
wish to purchase one or more items. The user selects the one or more 
items she wishes to buy from this list, named My Shopping List , by 
clicking in the select box or boxes II 5 0 corresponding 1 5 to... 
.captures illustrating an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
for adding items to a universal online shopping list of the present 
invention. Figure 13a is a screen capture of the home page... 

.links to the Snaz site for adding items on the retailer's site to 
universal online shopping lists on the Snaz site. For example, the 
Tommy Hilfiger site, for which reference 1305 is a link, contains links 
to the Snaz site for adding items to universal online shopping lists 
on the Snaz site. 

Figure 13b is a screen capture of a page on... 

.a link to the Snaz site for adding item 13 1 0 to a universal online 
shopping list on the Snaz site. Each item for sale on the Tommy Hilfiger 
site includes. .. list to which she has added item 13 1 0, which in this 
case is named My Shopping List . 

Figure 14 is an interaction diagram of another embodiment of the process 
of adding items to the universal online shopping list of the present 
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invention. More specifically, it is an interaction diagram for the hard 
button (or hard link) version of adding items to the universal online 
shopping list of the present invention and, thus corresponds to the 
embodiment illustrated in Figures 13a... and/or the retailers. Such 
compensation may, for example, be based on the volume of purchase 
orders placed using the universal online shopping list of the present 
invention . 

1 5 The systems and processes described above support a... 

...shopping basket that can be used across multiple on-line retailers, thus 
significantly simplifying the online shopping experience for the 
users, and improving the exposure of the e-tailers. The users may... 
services may be conducted based on such data collected. 

f. Commission revenues: By simplitiing the online shopping experience 
for users, users WO 01/27837 PCT [USOO/28009 The list may be a... of the 
market place. The e-tailers can monetize their customer base by powering 
their online shopping market place with a Snaz single, universal 
shopping basket and transaction platform. 

This f imctionality provides. . . 

...into buyers. The Snaz commerce solution is complete, easy to implement 
and dramatically improves the online 1 5 shopping experience. The 
present invention accelerates your market proposition by improving your 
site's stickiness, boosting... 

...on the Snaz platform. Based on an open standard, the Snaz middleware 
solution enables an online retailer to power their existing shopping 
environment with the bare f tinctionalities of a universal shopping cart 
and m-wallet - the Snaz... the Palm PDA. For users who are interested in 
implementing the f tinctionality of the universal online shopping list 
and other features of Snaz, they can download the Snaz application from 
the website ... Commerce Solutions implement a core application layer of 
technology to provide intelligent shopping functionality across multiple 

merchant sites and across multiple channels. The solutions 
currently allow users of the web and mobile devices to purchase 
items from multiple merchant sites with a single click using their 
e-wallet, and to view previous transactions and... out the goods and deal 
with the credit card transactions. 

Where purchases are made from multiple merchants , the system is 
sufficiently flexible that a failed transaction with one merchant does 
not affect . . . 

Claim 

1 A method of facilitating online shopping from various vendors 
offering items via a network, comprising the steps of-, 
providing an intermediary. . . 

...1, further comprising the step of the intermediary server tracking 

information relating to the user online shopping characteristics such 
as user preferences and interests. 

6 A method as in claim 1, wherein... 

...facilities are implemented in the form of a 

middleware for the facility of an existing online shopping portal. 
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10 A method as in claim 1, wherein the online facilities are implemented 
in the form of an application remotely provided to an online shopping 
portal . 

1 A method of online management of information from various sources, 
comprising the steps of 

providing an intermediary server accessible... 
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. . . particular products are normally presented by a smaller set of on-line 
merchants. Every electronic merchant , then, will publish a plurality 
of web pages. The suite of web pages that one merchant publishes over the 
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Internet ... site comparison server 65 and with each other. Once 

a computer user is ready to purchase merchandise over the Internet , 

the 

browser 60 is used to interact with the appropriate merchant server 250. 
The 

browser ... items that will be purchased. After the computer 
15 

user 75 has finished creating the shopping list , the COMPARE /BUY 
tab 125 

is selected. When the COMPARE/BUY tab 125 is selected by the... items 
found in the shopping list formed by the computer user 75 when the 
EDIT SHOPPING LIST tab 120 is selected . When the computer user 7 5 
has selected the SITES radio button in the ITEMS/SITES ... of the 
demographic profile. For instance, one eigenvector 

may represent that computer users propensity to purchase large durable 
goods over the Internet , while another eigenvector may indicate if the 
computer user has an affinity for motor sports ... composite web address 
contains demographic data, any tailored web page 

will be presented to a plurality of users. This gives the merchant 's 
server an 

opportunity to present a more generic form of the web page in... 
Claim 

... collecting user's preferences; 

tracking personal ratings of web pages; 
recording search queries; and 
recording on - line purchases ; 
38 

. The method of Claim 31 further comprising 

creating summary statistics of user buying habits ... pages and records 
search queries submitted by the user to a search engine and records on - 
line purchases the user has made. 

65 The user profile unit of Claim 64 further comprising statistical... 
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Detailed Description 

... of the web pages of on-line vendors, 
27 

and of users that participate in transactions on - line , and browse 
the Internet . The profiling is performed within a secure and 
privacy-protected framework. The system of Secure ... and only access that 
information to the extent permitted by privacy policies of users and 
vendors . Different levels of encryption enforce multiple levels of 
access. Periodically the key pairs are changed to prevent extended 
attempts at cryptographic... 

...a site (on the basis of the profile for a user from his/her previous 
online transactions ) . Profiles for the target objects of a vendor that 
enable appropriate objects {representing particular products ... the 
interaction is purely electronic, it is a trivial matter to record each 
customer's on - line purchase individually. Magnetic "shopper 
loyalty" cards extend this highly-detailed data acquisition capability to 
more traditional ... be of personal relevance such as those which match the 
customer's own personal electronic shopping list as well as 
associated digital coupons could provide the basis for automatic user 
notification and prefetching. 

The efficiency of. . . 



10/3, K/13 (Item 9 from file: 349) 

DIALOG (R) File 34 9:PCT FULLTEXT 

(c) 2006 WIPO/Univentio. All rts. reserv. 

00753734 **Image available** 
E -COMMERCE CONSUMER INTERFACE 

INTERFACE CONSOMMATEUR DE COMMERCE E LE C TRON I QUE 

Patent Applicant /Inventor : 

SHUPE George E Jr, 509 University Avenue #701, Honolulu, HI 96826, US, US 

(Residence), US (Nationality) 
CHANG Henry, 1860 Ala Moana Boulevard, Apartment 1000, Honolulu, HI 96815 
, US, US (Residence) , US (Nationality) 
Legal Representative : 

GROSS Glen L (agent), Shlesinger, Arkwright & Garvey LLP, 3000 South Eads 
Street, Arlington, VA 22202, US, 
Patent and Priority Information (Country, Number, Date) : 

Patent: WO 200067104 Al 20001109 (WO 0067104) 

Application: WO 2000US11667 20000428 (PCT/WO US0011667) 



Sylvia Keys 



09-Mar-06 03:25 PM 



Priority Application: US 99132049 19990430; US 2000200110 20000427 
Designated States: 

(Protection type is "patent" unless otherwise stated - for applications 
prior to 2004) 

AE AG AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY CA CH CN CR CU CZ DE DK DM DZ EE ES 
FI GB GD GE GH GM HR HU ID IL IN IS JP KE KG KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU 
LV MA MD MG MK MN MW MX NO NZ PL PT RO RU SD SE SG SI SK SL TJ TM TR TT 
TZ UA UG US UZ VN YU ZA ZW 

(EP) AT BE CH CY DE DK ES FI FR GB GR IE IT LU MC NL PT SE 

(OA) BF BJ CF CG CI CM GA GN GW ML MR NE SN TD TG 

(AP) GH GM KE LS MW SD SL SZ TZ UG ZW 

(EA) AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM 
Publication Language: English 
Filing Language: English 
Fulltext Word Count: 20434 

Main International Patent Class (v7) : G06F-003/00 
International Patent Class (v7) : G06F-013/00 ... 

. . . G06F-017/60 

Fulltext Availability: 
Detailed Description 
Claims 

Detailed Description 

. . . conducted over a 

network, such as the Internet, and more particularly, to consumer 
interfaces for purchasing products or services online . Further, 
this invention relates to merchant web sites, and more 
particularly, to automated and efficient construction and 
maintenance of merchant web sites. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Conventional on - line consumer shopping interfaces, or 

" shopping carts", cause viewer and shopper frustration. The page 

organization and design of conventional shopping interfaces... 

...for the average viewer. A 14 inch monitor is the 

practical lowest common denominator for Internet surfers and 
shoppers. Conventional shopping interfaces have not adequately 
addressed this problem. As a result, conventional shopping 
interfaces generally require. . . 

. . .Most web site producers focus on custom production of web 
sites, which is generally expensive. Many merchants cannot 
afford the expenses associated with custom design, or they do not 
want to invest .. .modifications to the host server. 

Referring again to Figure 6, the merchant while at the 

merchant maintenance interface may perform many functions to edit 
and maintain themerchant site. The merchant can perform the 
following functions: add... the selected products, quantities, auto-fill 
shopping cart or 

non-auto-fill cart option, the name for the memorized shopping 

list , and other settings such as text-only or icons. For shoppers 
who are members, as ... merchant by the shopper. Additionally, 
the merchant can enable the interface to process credit card 
transactions online . 

The shopper can return to shopping via the Search Store 
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interface at 682. The server will run CGI scripts to generate... 
Claim 

. . . name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
DIALOG search terms: single, window, shopping cart, internet , 
electronic 
in 

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO EE RELEVANT 

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where... 
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Detailed Description 

Claims 

English Abstract 

...and apparatus are described for facilitating a transaction between a 
buyer and one of a plurality of sellers via the Internet. Product 
information relating to a plurality of products meeting product criteria 
specified by the buyer is presented via the Internet. One of the 
plurality of sellers is associated with each of the products. A first 
bid from the buyer for a. . . 
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Detailed Description 

... often at a significant savings over is traditional commerce. They may 
also initiate and complete transactions online simply by identifying 
a product and submitting a payment identifier such as a credit card. . . 

. . .by which a prospective buyer communicates a binding purchase offer 2 0 
globally to a plurality of sellers . The offer is made binding by 
requiring the buyer to submit a payment identifier such... 

. . .THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention, an electronic commerce solution is 
provided for facilitating online transactions which allows 
traditional negotiation between a buyer and a seller to occur. According 
to a... of product-seller combinations. That is, a mutually exclusive 
group can identify one product and multiple sellers , multiple 
products and multiple sellers , multiple products and one seller , 
etc. This feature allows a buyer to place a number of simultaneous bids 
even though. . . 

. . .provides methods and apparatus for facilitating a transaction between a 
buyer and one of a plurality of sellers via the Internet. Product 
information relating to a plurality of products meeting product criteria 
specified by the buyer is presented via the Internet. One of the 
plurality of sellers is associated with each of the products. A first 
bid from the buyer for a. . . 

...and apparatus are provided for facilitating a transaction between a 
buyer and one of a plurality of sellers via the Internet. The buyer 
is enabled to negotiate substantially simultaneously with the 2 0 
plurality of sellers via the Internet. When an agreement is reached 
between the buyer and a first one of the plurality of sellers , 
negotiations between the buyer and others of the plurality of sellers 
are automatically terminated. 

According to still other embodiments, methods and apparatus are provided 
for facilitating transactions via the Internet . Market information is 
made available to a 

9 

seller via the Internet. The market information relates to a plurality of 
bids from a plurality of buyers. The seller is enabled to effect 
transactions via the Internet with a subset of the plurality of buyers 
based on the market information. 

According to still further embodiments, methods and apparatus are 
provided for facilitating transactions via the Internet . A list of 
entities is received from a first entity via the Internet . A plurality 
of Internet transactions are monitored to determine when any of the 
entities on the list engages in one... 

...additional embodiments, methods and apparatus are provided for 

facilitating transactions between a buyer and a plurality of sellers 
via the Internet. 

Product information relating to a plurality of products meeting product 
criteria specified by the buyer is provided via the Internet. One of the 
plurality of sellers being associated with each of the products. In 
response to selection of one of the... 

...by the buyer, the product information corresponding to the selected 
product is saved to a shopping list associated with the buyer. The 
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Step 1. Multi - merchant Product search - to identify alternatives for 

your Shopping List item. 

Product typeF @ANY@ V Advanced. . . 

...Logout NexTag Merchant Account Info @ EAQ Company Info @ Heln 
Main 

Joe's Dashboard: 

Step 1. Multi - merchant Product search - to identify alternatives for 
your Shopping List item. 
P rod u ct type. . . 
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Detailed Description 

English Abstract 

An international transaction, system for operation over the internet 
/intranet provides a pre- transactional calculation of all charges 
involved in any international transaction. Upon the option of the 
customer . . . 

French Abstract 

La presente invention concerne un dispositif de transaction 
internationale exploitable sur le systeme Internet /Intranet qui permet 
d'operer avant une transaction un calcul de toutes les charges resultant 

Detailed Description 

the internet/intranet. In particular, the present invention is 
directed to the facilitation of international purchasing of goods over 
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the internet /intranet, addressing all aspects of such transactions. 
Background Art 

Consumers have already discovered the advantages... 

.shopping from their homes by the use of catalogues, television shopping 
channels or by computer transaction systems. There are numerous public 
internet web sites and private intranet sites that offer various 
articles and services for sale. Most... 

.methods are not described. The catalog system includes provisions for 
pre-negotiated prices and predetermined shopping lists for specific 
customers. A key marketing aspect of this system is the provision of 
competing product information since catalog data from multiple vendors 
is provided for the public electronic catalog. The authorization aspects 
of the requisition process appear... of customs, import/export duties and 
shipping. These are not taken into account in conventional transaction 
system. Also, in conventional internet or intranet transaction 
systems the translations of all foreign catalogues, including the full 
terms of sale and shipping. . . 
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Abstract (Basic) : j 
... A user 1 s shop] 

compiled by a website^ 
optimized based. . . j 
... 2 ) online cor 

. . . Improves online compc 
user does not need to 



specific items is 
the shopping list is 



snce of the user. Thus the 
3t of multiple vendors 



...The figure shows the flowchart illustrating the online comparison 

shopping method 
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Detailed Description 
Claims 

English Abstract 

A computer-implemented purchasing system enables a buyer to select from 
multiple products offered by multiple sellers with separate 
inventory systems. Each seller can designate one or more pickup 
locations, and when. . . 

Detailed Description 

... TG) . ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 
Published. 

- With international search report. 

INTERNET PURCHASING AND ORDER FULFILLMENT SYSTEM 
BACKGROUND 

The present application relates to purchasing goods using the Internet 
and fulfilling the resulting orders. 

Conventional electronic commerce systems permit a buyer to use the 
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Internet to purchase goods from a seller. For electronic goods, such 
as software and music, the buyer can. . . 

.centralized inventory, and the buyer benefits from the powerful search 
and electronic payment capabilities of on - line shopping . However, 
relatively small direct-to-consumer shipments incur delays and costs 
created by third-party. . . 
. system. 

Another electronic commerce system, implemented at www.tirenets.com, 
permits consumers to use the Internet to purchase tires from a 
network of dealers. The system then places the consumer in contact with 
...purchasing system. In the method, a first user input is received from 
each of a plurality of sellers . Each first user input indicates a 
product identification for at least one good and one... 

.purchasing system. In the method, a first user input is received from 
each of a plurality of sellers who operate independent inventory 
systems. Each first user input indicating a product identification for at 
...by a purchasing system. A first user input is received from each of a 
first plurality of sellers , and a second user input is received from 
each of a second plurality of sellers who operate independent 
.inventory systems. Each first user input indicates at least one location 
for. . . 

.one of the pickup locations, and identifying a pickup time, and one of 
the first plurality of sellers is selected based on a comparison of 
the first location and the pickup location. An ... entirely different 
product lines or selling organizations. The system allows customers to 
create maintain and change shopping lists easily at a variety of 
stores and facilitates convenient ordering and payment for goods at . . . 10 
maintains a web site that is accessible to both buyers and sellers using 
the Internet . The purchasing system also maintains several databases 
or database tables, including a seller database 30 to store... list 
database, e.g., by concatenating the StorelD with the UPC# . 

The purchasing system provides several methods for sellers to upload 
their product data. In one implementation, the seller creates a file 
manually, e . . . inf ort-nation . In this implementation, the automated 
inventory tracking system is also connected to the purchasing system, 
e.g., by the Internet or by a continuous or periodic telephonic 
dataline connection, and can communicate using EDI or... 

.has loaded its product listing into the purchasing 'system database, a 
buyer can use the Internet to access the purchasing system web site 
and search for goods. Initially, as shown in Figure 6, the buyer ... might 
even operate as "pickup only", i.e., they have no instore display of 
goods . 

Multiple sellers can be associated with a single intermediate 
location. An intermediate location for one seller can. . . 
.or different to those of other intermediate locations, and a single 
intennediate location associated with multiple sellers can have 
different pickup hours for different sellers. 

In addition, some intermediate locations can be... both registered sellers 
and non-registered sellers. For registered sellers, the advertisement can 
suggest an online purchase on the purchasing system, and if a user 
clicks on the advertisement, the purchasing system can jump directly... 
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. advertiser . 



The purchasing system can also implement a geographically-based loyalty 
program that can include multiple sellers and types of sellers 
having different or independent inventory systems. Since the purchasing 
system tracks a buyer's purchases ... the purchasing system to reduce the 
quantity as stored in the purchasing system database. 

The purchasing system can also provide Internet text chat, voice or 
video to link one or more people operating and maintaining the... 

Claim 

... a computer-implemented purchasing system, comprising: receiving a 
first user input from each of a plurality of sellers who operate 
independent inventory systems, each first user input indicating a product 
identification for 
at . . . 

. . .by a purchasing system, comprising: 

receiving a first. user input from each of a first plurality of sellers 
, each first user 

input indicating at least one location for an associated seller; 
receiving a second user input from each of a second plurality of 
sellers who operate independent inventory systems, each second user 
input indicating a product identification 
• for each . . . 

...one of the pickup locations, and identifying a pickup time; 

selecting one of the first plurality of sellers based on a comparison 
of the first 

location and the pickup location; and 
displaying an. . . 
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ABSTRACT 

. . . the cooking ingredients are described. A route retrieval part 21 makes 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a system capable of automating the 
preparation of a shopping list and retrieving an optimal purchase 
route . 



SOLUTION: On the bass of store information 26a and article information 26b 
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English Abstract 

...the user's purchasing history. Special offers are also presented to 
the user. Once the shopping list has been finalized, an optimal 
shopping route is computed for gathering the items on the list and is 
displayed to . . . 

Detailed Description 

list 400. If not, then in step 330, the user simply may begin • 
shoppiner using shopping list 400. If, however, an optimal route is 
to be provided then, in step 332, shopping mini-application determines 
the user ... application computes the optimal route (e.g., the shortest 
route) for purchasing the items on shopping list 400. The optimal 
route is computed based on map data associated with the floor layout of 
the shop. . . 

...updated, steps 332-348 are repeated {ie., determining the user's 

location and items on shopping list , calculating an optimal route, 
displaying the optimal route to user, monitoring for subsequent events, 
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03477503 INSPEC Abstract Number: C85034250, D85001833 
Title: How to pick the best value in commodities databases 

Author (s): Crawford, D. 

Journal: Wall Street Computer Review vol.2, no. 6 p. 44-8 
Publication Date: April 1985 Country of Publication: USA 
CODEN: WSCRDQ ISSN: 0738-4343 

Language: English Document Type: Journal Paper (JP) 
Treatment: General, Review (G) ; Practical (P) 

Abstract: Astute players in the commodities market can make more shrewd 
decisions by researching information from database services before they 
make their next move. With the technical and historical data these services 
offer, traders are better equipped to create, buy and sell strategies as 
well as forecast future market trends. Comparing commodities database 
services is like comparing apples to orange juice. Database suppliers and 
users help to devise a shopping list , to help you select the service 
which best fits your trading needs. A list of popular and promising 
commodities databases is given. (0 Refs) 

Subfile: C D 

Descriptors: commodity trading; information services; investment 
Identifiers: commodities databases; commodities market; strategies; 

future market trends 

Class Codes: C7120 (Finance); C7250L (Non-bibliographic systems); D2050F 

(Financial markets) 

12/5/4 (Item 3 from file: 2) 

DIALOG (R) File 2 : INSPEC 

(c) 2006 Institution of Electrical Engineers. All rts. reserv. 

03353426 INSPEC Abstract Number: C85000312 
Title: Shopping list (microcomputers selection ) 
Author(s): Budgett, H. 

Journal: Computing Today vol.6, no . 9 p. 36 
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Publication Date: Nov. 1984 Country of Publication: UK 
CODEN: C0MTD4 ISSN: 0142-7210 

Language: English Document Type: Journal Paper (JP) 
Treatment: General, Review (G) ; Practical (P) 

Abstract: Buying a business computer is a subtle blend of knowing what 
you need and which software it will run on. This article describes the 
buying criteria needed by a businessman when selecting a microcomputer. (0 
Refs) 
Subfile: C 

Descriptors: computer selection; office automation 

Identifiers: microcomputers selection; business computer; buying criteria 
; businessman 

Class Codes: C0310H (Equipment and software evaluation methods); C7100 ( 
Business and administration) 



12/5/5 (Item 4 from file: 2) 

DIALOG (R) File 2 : INSPEC. 

(c) 2006 Institution of Electrical Engineers. All rts. reserv. 

03075662 INSPEC Abstract Number: C83026027 
Title: A bevy of micros-a shopping list of specific systems 
Author(s): Blair, J.C., Jr. 

Author Affiliation: Medical Sci. Library, Texas A&M Univ., College 
Station, TX, USA 

Journal: Online vol.7, no . 3 p. 4 6-53 

Publication Date: May 1983 Country of Publication: USA 

CODEN: ONLIDN ISSN: 0146-5422 

Language: English Document Type: Journal Paper (JP) 
Treatment: Practical (P) 

Abstract: The author discusses the difficulty of making an intelligent 
choice of system. He explores the arguments of single user vs. multi user 
systems, examines solid state disk emulations and presents examples of 
specific systems. (0 Refs) 

Subfile: C 

Descriptors: computer selection and evaluation; library mechanisation 
Identifiers: microcomputers; library mechanisation; computer selection 

and evaluation; single user; multi user systems; solid state disk 

emulations 

Class Codes: C0310H (Equipment and software evaluation methods); C7210 ( 
Information services and centres) 

12/5/6 (Item 5 from file: 2) 

DIALOG (R) File 2 : INSPEC 

(c) 2006 Institution of Electrical Engineers. All rts. reserv. 

01499982 INSPEC Abstract Number: C73008998 

Title: ! A shopping list 1 for customized data handling systems-the 
requirement and a proposed solution 

Author(s): Volkheimer, L.G. 

Journal: Journal of Micrographics vol.6, no . 2 p. 81-4 
Publication Date: Nov. -Dec. 1972 Country of Publication: USA 
CODEN: JMGPBN ISSN: 0022-2712 

Language: English Document Type: Journal Paper (JP) 

Abstract: The necessity for the creation of a System Element Selection 
Guide, a • shopping list 1 for customized data handling systems, is 

discussed. System requirements, features, and development are presented, in 
addition to a description of the necessary components of such a selection 
guide. (0 Refs) 

Subfile: C 
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Descriptors: data handling; information retrieval systems; microforms 
Identifiers: customized data handling systems; System Element; microforms 

; information storage; information transfer; information retrieval 
Class Codes: C6130 (Data handling techniques); C7250 (Information 

storage and retrieval) 



12/5/7 (Item 1 from file: 35) 

DIALOG (R) File 35 : Dissertation Abs Online 

(c) 2006 ProQuest Inf o&Learning . All rts. reserv. 

01523148 ORDER NO: AAD96-39405 

AN EXAMINATION OF WORD AND OBJECT RECALL AND INCIDENTAL LEARNING IN 
PRESCHOOLERS, COLLEGE STUDENTS , AND OLDER ADULTS (SHORT TERM MEMORY) 

Author: BODLE, JAMES HAROLD 
Degree: PH.D. 
Year: 1996 

Corporate Source/Institution: MIAMI UNIVERSITY (0126) 
Director: CECILIA SHORE 

Source: VOLUME 57/08-B OF DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS INTERNATIONAL. 

PAGE 5356. 63 PAGES 
Descriptors: PSYCHOLOGY, DEVELOPMENTAL ; EDUCATION, EDUCATIONAL 

PSYCHOLOGY 
Descriptor Codes: 0620; 0525 

The present study examined the influence of activity on memory for a 
list of items by examining a number of factors that tend to be present in 
activity and that may improve list recall. These factors include the 
presentation of the items as objects rather than words, the naming of 
actions with those objects, and presence of a goal that incorporates 
memory. Preschoolers, college students, and adults between the ages of 65 
and 75 participated by recalling and recognizing a list of words and a list 
of objects. Subjects also answered questions about the color of the words 
or objects to reveal incidental learning, and they completed the digits 
forward test of digit span memory. Results revealed that all age groups 
recalled more objects than words. In addition, this difference was greater 
when subjects were told to try to remember as many items as they could, as 
compared with the condition when they were asked to think of the items as 
making up a shopping list . While naming an action for each item 
contributed to increased recall for the adults only, it did make several 
subjects more likely to use elaboration as a mnemonic strategy. Incidental 
learning scores did reveal some benefits of a more naturalistic goal (i.e., 
shopping) for preschoolers, and suggested that all subjects were processing 
objects in two modes while processing words in only one mode. Regression 
analyses revealed that strategic behavior was related to recall 
performance, so that those using moderately sophisticated strategies tended 
to have better levels of recall. Taken together, these results suggest that 
the mode of presentation plays an important role in supporting memory, 
while the study instructions are important for select groups of people, and 
that seemingly meaningful goals can actually be deleterious to memory 
performance . 

12/5/8 (Item 1 from file: 583) 

DIALOG (R) File 583: Gale Group Globalbase (TM) 
(c) 2002 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

09386165 

Leclerc f te 50 ans de courses 

FRANCE: LECLERC CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF SHOPPING 
StratZgies (XOD) 13 Oct 2000 p. 22 
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Language : FRENCH 



To celebrate its 50th anniversary, Leclerc is organising an exhibition 
named 'Memory of a Shopping List . * This exhibition will be presented 
at the Carrousel du Louvre from 29 November to 20 December 2000, and 
retraces the Leclerc itinerary over the past fifty years: groceries in the 
fifties, the first hypermarkets in the sixties, the arrival of private 
labels in the seventies, the arrival of high tech products and the effects 
of the mad cow disease, dioxin, and genetically modified organisms crises 
in the nineties. The exhibition ends with electronic commerce and the theme 
of the euro. * 



COMPANY : LECLERC 



PRODUCT: Hypermarkets (5321); Grocery Stores (5411); Food Retailing (5400 
) ; 

EVENT: Marketing Procedures (24); 

COUNTRY: France (4FRA); 



12/5/9 (Item 2 from file: 583) 

DIALOG (R) File 583: Gale Group Globalbase ( TM) 
(c) 2002 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

09138142 

New purchasing pattern for daily necessities 

SOUTH KOREA: SHOPPING HABITS OF KOREANS 
The Korea Herald (XBF) 28 Jul 1999 p. 10 
Language: ENGLISH 

According to market research firm Taylor Nelson Sofres, South Korean 
consumers have changed their shopping habits to take advantage of the low 
prices offered by large discount stores. Koreans tend to shop less often in 
large discount stores and more frequently in supermarkets and small 
neighbourhood stores. However, they tend to spend the same amount of money 
on food and more on daily necessities at large discount stores than at 
supermarkets and small neighbourhood stores. The trend indicates that 
shoppers are planning out their household needs so as to make larger 
purchases at lower prices at discount stores while making fewer trips. The 
tendency for shoppers to make shopping lists specifying brands of 
first choice highlights the importance of branding and consumer pull. 

PRODUCT: Food Stores NEC (5499); Hypermarkets (5321); Grocery Stores (5411 

); Food Retailing (5400); 

EVENT: Marketing Procedures (24); 

COUNTRY: South Korea (9SOK); 



12/5/10 (Item 3 from file: 583) 

DIALOG (R) File 583: Gale Group Globalbase (TM) 
(c) 2002 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

06393571 

La stratZgie passe par 1 ' image 

FRANCE: SUPERMARKETS USE IMAGE IN STRATEGY 
Points de Vente (PDV) 13 Nov 1996 p. 6-8 

Language: FRENCH 

CSC Consulting carried out a survey on French consumers* ideal store, which 
showed three major categories of retail chains. There are stores which 
provide customers with an ideal environment, such as Auchan's pilot store 
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at VZlizy, which puts its chilled foods departments under arcades. The 
SystYme U retail chain is part of this category. Other Auchan hypermarkets 
belong to the category of 'new product discovery 1 which puts forward 
innovations, but which may frighten off customers who are afraid of 
yielding to the temptation of products which are not on their shopping 

lists . Clear selection and good value for money are Leclerc and 
Carrefour f s special features. The customers appreciate the time saved, but 
those who like a wide selection may prefer other stores. For example, a 
customer of the Carrefour store at Noisy-le-Grand complained about the lack 
of major brands and new products, adding that there are too many private 
label products. This study comes at a time when supermarkets and 
hypermarkets need to work on their image in order to improve customer 
loyalty. It is no longer enough to just fight in terms of prices. 

PRODUCT: Hypermarkets (5321); Grocery Stores (5411); 
EVENT: Market & Industry News (60); 
COUNTRY: France (4FRA); 



12/5/11 (Item 1 from file: 474) 

DIALOG (R) File 474: New York Times Abs 

(c) 2006 The New York Times. All rts. reserv. 



01140068 NYT Sequence Number: 025749820503 

(US, at meetings in Washington (DC) between British Foreign Sec Francis 
Pym, State Sec Alexander Haig and Defense Sec Caspar Weinberger, 
describes in general terms what kind of assistance Britain will get in 
its conflict with Argentina over Falkland Islands. Pym says he did not 
come with 1 shopping list , ' of specific military items (M) . ) 

GWERTZMAN, BERNARD 

New York Times, Col. 1, Pg . 12, Sec. 1 
Monday May 3 1982 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Newspaper JOURNAL CODE: NYT LANGUAGE: English 
RECORD TYPE: Abstract 



DESCRIPTORS: BOUNDARIES AND TERRITORIAL ISSUES; FOREIGN AID; COLONIES AND 

TERRITORIES; TRAVEL, PERSONAL; UNITED STATES ARMAMENT AND DEFENSE; 

ARMAMENT, DEFENSE AND MILITARY FORCES; INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
PERSONAL NAMES: GWERTZMAN, BERNARD; PYM, FRANCIS (CHANCELLOR); WEINBERGER, 

CASPAR W (SEC); HAIG, ALEXANDER M JR (SEC) 
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES: UNITED STATES; FALKLAND ISLANDS; ARGENTINA; GREAT 

BRITAIN 



12/5/12 (Item 1 from file: 475) 

DIALOG (R) File 475: Wall Street Journal Abs 

(c) 2006 The New York Times. All rts. reserv. 

04762256 

FORECASTS FOR f 86 CAPITAL OUTLAYS IMPROVES 

WINTER, RALPH E 

Wall Street Journal, Col. 1, Pg . 6, Sec. 1 
Wednesday April 30 1986 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Newspaper JOURNAL CODE: WSJ LANGUAGE: English 
RECORD TYPE: Abstract 

ABSTRACT: 

Article finds business prospects are brightening for many US companies, 
prompting executives to add new buildings and equipment to their 1986 
shopping lists ; finds capital expenditures in 1986 are likely to rise 
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(M) 

DESCRIPTORS: CAPITAL INVESTMENT; UNITED STATES ECONOMY 
PERSONAL NAMES: WINTER, RALPH E 
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12/3, K/l (Item 1 from file: 16) 

DIALOG (R) File 16: Gale Group PROMT (R) 

(c) 2006 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

01307446 Supplier Number: 41533715 (USE FORMAT 7 FOR FULLTEXT) 
Regency To Replace Sun With Larger Star In Alaska 

Tour & Travel News, vO, nO, plO 
Sept 3, 1990 

Language: English Record Type: Fulltext Abstract 
Document Type: Magazine/ Journal ; Trade 
Word Count: 506 

... four years on the market. "We've been discovered," she said. "We're 

on their shopping list . " 

Regency's optimism , however, is tempered by the larger cruise lines 
discounting in Alaska. 

"We watch the big. . . 



12/3,K/2 (Item 1 from file: 148) 

DIALOG (R) File 148: Gale Group Trade & Industry DB 
(c)2006 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

11848104 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 59876200 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

The Balanced Scorecard. 

VENKATRAMAN, GANESH; GERING, MICHAEL 

Ivey Business Journal, 64, 3, 10 

Jan, 2000 

LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: Fulltext 

WORD COUNT: 2522 LINE COUNT: 00206 

strategy is degraded by a battery of operating measures which the 
managers see as a shopping list they can optimize selectively. Or 
else, a measure such as inventory-holding at month end is optimized at... 

12/3,K/3 (Item 2 from file: 148) 

DIALOG (R) File 148: Gale Group Trade & Industry DB 
(c)2006 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

05086189 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 0934 6796 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

Toy buyers express cautious optimism ; Toy Fair shopping lists include 

basics, carryover hits. 
Botwinick, Stacy 
Playthings, v89, nl, p46(3) 
Jan, 1991 

ISSN: 0032-1567 LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT 

WORD COUNT: 1964 LINE COUNT: 00143 

Toy buyers express cautious optimism / Toy Fair shopping lists include 
basics, carryover hits. 
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04890884 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 08893586 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

Ken Horn's Quick and Easy Chinese Cooking, (book reviews) 

Kaganoff, Penny ; 
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Publishers Weekly, v237, n38, p67(l) 
Sept 21, 1990 

CODEN: PWEEA DOCUMENT TYPE: review ISSN: 0000-0019 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT 

WORD COUNT: 216 LINE COUNT: 00016 

TEXT: 

...papaya sauce and fresh strawberries with orange liqueur. Some may 
find the estimated preparation times optimistic , and the " shopping 
list " accompanying each dish is nearly useless, but these are minor 
quibbles . Photos . (Oct . ) 



12/3, K/5 (Item 4 from file: 148) 

DIALOG (R) File 148: Gale Group Trade & Industry DB 
(c)2006 The Gale Group. All rts . reserv. 

03116639 SUPPLIER NUMBER: 04 606539 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

Sweaters top shopping lists of buyers at NAMSB show. (National Association 
of Men's Sportswear Buyers) 

Chirls, Stuart B. 

Daily News Record, vl7, p2(2) 

Jan 12, 1987 

ISSN: 0162-2161 LANGUAGE: ENGLISH RECORD TYPE: FULLTEXT 

WORD COUNT: 882 LINE COUNT: 00065 

TEXT: 

...Of Buyers at NAMSB Show NEW YORK — Sweaters, plus slacks and sport 
shirts, topped the shopping lists of optimistic buyers at the NAMSB 
Show Sunday, but many retailers said they were there trying to... 



12/3, K/6 (Item 1 from file: 9) 

DIALOG (R) File 9: Business & Industry (R) 
(c) 2006 The Gale Group. All rts. reserv. 

02813001 Supplier Number: 25072902 (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULLTEXT) 

Cellphone-centric devices to determine Bluetooth f s future: a new study from 
market research firm ARC reports that cellphones, PDAs and headsets will 
be the main drivers for Bluetooth in the first phase of its deployment. 
(Market) 

Bluetooth World, n 6, p 32 
December 2001 

DOCUMENT TYPE: Journal (United States) 
LANGUAGE: English RECORD TYPE: Fulltext 
WORD COUNT: 14 5 6 

(USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULLTEXT) 
TEXT : 

...based PDA/HPC to detect the store's Bluetooth network and download an 
applet that optimised shopping lists for that particular store, 
shoppers could get the exact location of any given item, find... 
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02070040 61154067 

Liquidity management structures optimize working capital at Kobe Steel 

Ouzidane, Dorothy 

Afp Exchange v20n2 PP: 40-44 Spring 2000 
ISSN: 0731-1281 JRNL CODE: JCG 
WORD COUNT: 18 92 

...TEXT: banking partner regularly survey the group companies and assist in 
any problem-solving efforts. 

The Optimal Liquidity Management Structure 
"The Shopping List " 

Addressing Treasury Requirements 
Criteria for Banks 

Kobe Steel had numerous criteria for the consolidation of... 



12/3,K/8 (Item 2 from file: 15) 

DIALOG ( R) File 15 : ABI/Inf orm { R) 

(c) 2006 ProQuest Inf o&Learning . All rts. reserv. 
01519048 01-70036 

Modules for standardizing the process 

Steyn, Adriaan; Boessenkool, Aart 
Corporate Finance nl51 PP: 36-43 Jun 1997 
ISSN: 0958-2053 JRNL CODE: COF 
WORD COUNT: 5338 

. . .TEXT: sub m 

and 

x sun 1 >=0, . . . . , x sub n >= 0 

The result of this optimization will be an unambiguous shopping list 

that can be executed by dealing staff in a controlled manner. The benefits 
of this . . . 



12/3, K/9 (Item 1 from file: 710) 

DIALOG (R) File 7 10 : Times/Sun . Times (London) 
(c) 2006 Times Newspapers. All rts. reserv. 

05149931 

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH THEM; BRITISH POLICE; SPECTRUM 

Times of London (TL) - Wednesday, December 20, 1989 
By: Brian James 
Section: Features 
Word Count: 1, 999 

... reported: "What they need is Land-Rovers. And pocket notebooks. And 
pencils. And boots." Some shopping lists are marvellously optimistic . 
Kelland remembers one that began: "Motor launches and some helicopters." 
Some nations do get motorboats . . . 
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